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Patrick Ness 
The Knife of Never Letting Go 
 
Imagine you're the only boy in a town of men. And you can hear everything 
they think. And they can hear everything you think. Imagine you don't fit in 
with their plans... Todd Hewitt is just one month away from the birthday 
that will make him a man. But his town has been keeping secrets from him. 
Secrets that are going to force him to run... 
 
 

 
Ralph Ellison 
Invisible Man 
 
Ellison's blistering and impassioned first novel, winner of the prestigious 
American National Book Award, tells the extraordinary story of a man who is 
invisible 'simply because people refuse to see me'. Yet his powerfully depicted 
adventures - from a terrifying Harlem race riot to his expulsion from a 
Southern college - go far beyond the story of one man. The lives of countless 
millions are evoked in this superb portrait of a generation of black Americans. 
 

 
 
 
Rachel Seiffert 
The Dark Room 
 
The Dark Room tells the stories of three ordinary Germans: Helmut, a young 
photographer in Berlin in the 1930s who uses his craft to express his patriotic 
fervour; Lore, a twelve-year-old girl who in 1945 guides her young siblings across 
a devastated Germany after her Nazi parents are seized by the Allies; and, fifty 
years later, Micha, a young teacher obsessed with what his loving grandfather did 
in the war, struggling to deal with the past of his family and his country. 
 
 
 
 
 

J.G Ballard 
Empire of the Sun 
 
The heartrending story of a British boy's four year ordeal in a Japanese 
prison camp during the Second World War. Based on J. G. Ballard's own 
childhood, this is the extraordinary account of a boy's life in Japanese-
occupied wartime Shanghai -- a mesmerising, hypnotically compelling 
novel of war, of starvation and survival, of internment camps and death 
marches. It blends searing honesty with an almost hallucinatory vision of a 
world thrown utterly out of joint. Rooted as it is in the author's own 
disturbing experience of war in own time, it is one of a handful of novels 
by which the twentieth century will be not only remembered but judged. 

 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Knife-Never-Letting-Chaos-Walking/dp/1406320757/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305538236&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Invisible-Man-Penguin-Modern-Classics/dp/0141184426/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305534425&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Dark-Room-Rachel-Seiffert/dp/product-description/009928717X/ref=dp_proddesc_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Harper-Perennial-Modern-Classics-Empire/dp/0007221525/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305534804&sr=1-1�


 
Martin Millar  
Lonely Werewolf Girl 
 
As teenage werewolf Kalix MacRinnalch is pursued through the streets of London 
by murderous hunters, her sister, the Werewolf Enchantress, is busy designing 
clothes for the Fire Queen. Meanwhile, in the Scottish Highlands, the MacRinnalch 
Clan is plotting and feuding after the head of the clan suddenly dies intestate. As 
the court intrigue threatens to explode in all-out civil war, the competing factions 
determine that Kalix is the swing vote necessary to assume leadership of the clan. 
Unfortunately, Kalix isn't really into clan politics - laudanum's more her thing. But 
what's even more unfortunate is that Kalix is the reason the head of the clan 
ended up dead, which is why she's now on the run in London... 

 
 
Philip Pullman  
Northern Lights 
 
 
"Without this child, we shall all die." Lyra Belacqua and her animal daemon 
live half-wild and carefree among scholars of Jordan College, Oxford. The 
destiny that awaits her will take her to the frozen lands of the Arctic, where 
witch-clans reign and ice-bearsfight. Her extraordinary journey will have 
immeasurable consequences far beyond her own world... 
 
 

 
 
Bram Stoker 
Dracula 
 
 
Collected inside this book are diary entries, letters and newspaper clippings that 
piece together the depraved story of the ultimate predator. A young lawyer on 
an assignment finds himself imprisoned in a Transylvanian castle by his 
mysterious host. Back at home his fiancée and friends are menaced by a 
malevolent force which seems intent on imposing suffering and destruction. Can 
the devil really have arrived on England’s shores? And what is it that he hungers 
for so desperately? 

 
 
Jamila Gavin 
Coram Boy 
 
Eighteenth-century England is the setting for Jamila Gavin's sweeping saga of 
growing-up, struggle, tradition and corruption. From an acorn of an idea 
about a real-life good Samaritan of yesteryear, the author has crafted a 
satisfying, if occasionally painful, novel that spans the lives of several 
fortunate and unfortunate young people of the day. Coram Boy is a glorious 
web of changing fortunes and subtle intrigues. There is tragedy and 
corruption, hope and evil. Sometimes brutal and sometimes unceasingly 
bleak, the genre of historical fiction has rarely been this good. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Lonely-Werewolf-Girl-Martin-Millar/dp/0749942835/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305536143&sr=1-1�
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Coram-Boy-Jamila-Gavin/dp/1405212829/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305536905&sr=1-1�


Alyson Noel 
The Immortals: Evermore 
 

Seventeen-year-old Ever is the sole survivor of a car crash that killed her 
entire family. Living with her aunt in Southern California, she's plagued by the 
ability to hear the thoughts of those around her, and haunted by the ghost of 
her little sister. She tries to tune everyone out, shunning her old lifestyle as 
the pretty, popular cheerleader, but somehow she can't hide from Damen, the 
new guy at school. Stunningly handsome, clever and not a little bit 
intimidating, there's something about him that doesn't quite add up. Ever 
realises he's hiding something, but nothing could prepare her for the truth - 
especially when the truth involves past lives, murderous enemies, everlasting 
love and the secret of eternal youth . . .  

 
Neil Gaiman 
The Graveyard Book 
 
Imagine Rudyard Kipling's "Jungle Book"... but replace the animals 
with ghosts, ghouls, werewolves and other such supernatural 
creatures.  
 
Such is the concept of "The Graveyard Book," which cleverly turns 
Kipling's classic story into an exquisitely-written, darkly witty 
fantasy. While it starts as the assorted supernatural adventures of a 
young boy raised by ghosts, the story slowly evolves into a 
beautifully ghastly confrontation between Nobody Owens and the 
people who want to do him harm. 

 
 

David Mitchell 
Black Swan Green 
 
January, 1982. Thirteen-year-old Jason Taylor - covert stammerer and 
reluctant poet - anticipates a stultifying year in his backwater English village. 
But he hasn't reckoned with bullies, simmering family discord, the Falklands 
War, a threatened gypsy invasion and those mysterious entities known as 
girls. Charting thirteen months in the black hole between childhood and 
adolescence, this is a captivating novel, wry, painful and vibrant with the stuff 
of life. 

 
 
 

Isabel Allende 
Zorro 

Diego de la Vega is a man caught between two societies: he inherits his 
aristocratic background from his Spanish father, a high-ranking military 
officer who has become a landowner. His mother however was a Shosone 
Indian, and it is from his Indian grandmother that he absorbs Indian ways, 
while achieving the unparalleled swordsmanship skills of his father. As his 
country suffers under the yoke of Napoleon's autocratic rule, Diego 
becomes a member of la Justicia, an underground movement dedicated to 
the overthrow of the tyrant. He then finds himself called upon to use his 
warrior skills to deliver those around him--and to confront a deadly rival.  

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Immortals-Evermore-Alyson-Noel/dp/0330512854/ref=sr_1_7?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305617305&sr=1-7�
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Conor McCreery, Anthony Del Col 
Kill Shakespeare 
 
What Fables does for fairy tales, Kill Shakespeare does with the greatest 
writer of all time. This dark take on the Bard pits his greatest heroes 
(Hamlet, Juliet, Othello Falstaff) against his most menacing villains (Richard 
III, Lady Macbeth, Iago) in an epic adventure to find and kill a reclusive 
wizard named William Shakespeare. 
 

 
Gerald Durell  
My Family and Other Animals 
 
 
Sometimes it's pretty hard to tell them apart... my family and the animals, 
that is. I don't know why my brothers and sisters complain so much. With 
snakes in the bath and scorpions on the lunch table, our house, on the island 
of Corfu, is a bit like a circus. So they should feel right at home... 
 
 
 

Neil Gaiman 
Coraline 
 
When a young girl ventures through a hidden door, she finds another life with 
shocking similarities to her own. Coraline has moved to a new house with her 
parents and she is fascinated by the fact that their 'house' is in fact only half a 
house! Divided into flats years before, there is a brick wall behind a door 
where once there was a corridor. One day it is a corridor again and the 
intrepid Coraline wanders down it. And so a nightmare-ish mystery begins that 
takes Coraline into the arms of counterfeit parents and a life that isn't quite 
right. Can Coraline get out? Can she find her real parents? Will life ever be the 
same again? 

 
Anne Cassidy 
Looking for J.J 
 
A gripping and emotionally searing novel from a talented author, Looking for JJ 
explores the circumstances and motives behind the murder of a child - by her 
friend. Six years later, JJ has now been released, and has a new identity. But is 
there any way that she can lead a "normal" life? 
 

 
Robert Muchamore 
Recruit (Book 1 of Cherub) 
 
A terrorist doesn't let strangers in her flat because they might be undercover 
police or intelligence agents, but her children bring their mates home and they 
run all over the place.  
The terrorist doesn't know that a kid has bugged every room in her house, 
cloned the hard drive on her PC, and copied all the numbers in her phone 
book. The kid works for CHERUB. 
CHERUB is not James Bond. There are no master criminals or high-tech 
gadgets. CHERUB kids live in the real world. They slip under adult radar and 
get information that sends criminals and terrorists to jail.  
For official purposes, these children do not exist. 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Kill-Shakespeare-1-Andy-Belanger/dp/1600107818/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1305618908&sr=1-1�
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http://www.amazon.co.uk/Looking-JJ-Anne-Cassidy/dp/0439977177/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305642140&sr=1-1�
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Louisa May Alcott  
Little Women 
 
Little Women has remained enduringly popular since its publication in 1868, 
becoming the inspiration for a whole genre of family stories. Set in a small New 
England community, it tells of the March family: Marmee looks after daughters 
in the absence of her husband, who is serving as an army chaplain in the Civil 
War, and Meg, Jo,Beth, and Amy experience domestic trials and triumphs as 
they attempt to supplement the family's small income. In the second part of the 
novel (sometimes known as Good Wives) the girls grow up and fall in love. The 
novel is highly autobiographical, and in Jo's character Alcott portrays a strong-
minded and independent woman, determined to control her own destiny. 
 

 

Oscar Wilde 
The Happy Prince and Other Stories 
 
A haunting, magical fairy-tale collection, in which Oscar Wilde beautifully evokes 
(among others) The Happy Prince who was not so happy after all, The Selfish 
Giant who learned to love little children and The Star Child who did not love his 
parents as much as he should. Each of the stories shines with poetry and magic 
and will be enjoyed by children of every age. 

 
 
Darren Shan 
Cirque Du Freak 
 
The chilling Saga of Darren Shan, the ordinary schoolboy plunged into the vampire 
world.  
Darren goes to a banned freak show with his best mate Steve. It's the wonderfully 
gothic Cirque Du Freak where weird, frightening half human/half animals appear 
who interact terrifyingly with the audience. Darren -- a spider freak -- 'falls in love' 
with Madam Octa -- an enormous tarantala owned by Mr Crepsley. Darren 
determines to steal the spider so that he can train it to perform amazing deeds. 
But his daring theft goes horribly wrong and Darren finds himself having to make a 
bargain with a creature of the night. Something out of the ordinary is set against 
the background of children's normal lives to chilling effect. Atmospheric, funny, 
realistic, moving and! terrifying. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Little-Women-Oxford-Worlds-Classics/dp/product-description/0199538115/ref=dp_proddesc_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books�
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Senior  

 
Emma Donoghue  
Room 
 
Jack is five and excited about his birthday. He lives with his Ma in Room, which has a 
locked door and a skylight, and measures eleven feet. He loves watching TV, and the 
cartoon characters he calls his friends, but he knows that nothing he sees on screen is 
truly real – only him, Ma and the things in Room. Until the day Ma admits that there’s a 
world outside... 
 
 
 

Sara Gruen 
Water for Elephants 
 
When Jacob Jankowski, recently orphaned and suddenly adrift, jumps onto a passing 
train, he enters a world of freaks, drifters, and misfits, a second-rate circus struggling to 
survive during the Great Depression, making one-night stands in town after endless 
town. A veterinary student who almost earned his degree, Jacob is put in charge of 
caring for the circus menagerie. It is there that he meets Marlena, the beautiful young 
star of the equestrian act, who is married to August, the charismatic but twisted animal 
trainer. He also meets Rosie, an elephant who seems untrainable until he discovers a 
way to reach her.  

 
Beautifully written, Water for Elephants is illuminated by a wonderful sense of time and place. It tells a 
story of a love between two people that overcomes incredible odds in a world in which even love is a luxury 
that   few can afford 
 
 
Alice Walker 
The Colour Purple 
 
 
Set in the deep American south between the wars, this is the classic tale of Celie, 
a young poor black girl. Raped repeatedly by her father, she loses two children 
and then is married off to a man who treats her no better than a slave. She is 
separated from her sister Nettie and dreams of becoming like the glamorous Shug 
Avery, a singer and rebellious black woman who has taken charge of her own 
destiny. Gradually Celie discovers the support of women that enables her to leave 
the past behind and begin a new life. 
 
 
 

Paul Auster 
The Music of Chance 
 
'By the time Nashe understood what was happening to him, he was past the 
point of wanting it to end . . .' Paul Auster fuses Samuel Beckett and The 
Brothers Grimm in this brilliant and unsettling parable. Following the death of 
his father, Jim Nashe takes to the open road. But there he picks up Pozzi, a 
hitchhiking gambler, and is drawn into a dangerous game of high-stakes 
poker with two eccentric and reclusive millionaires. 
 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Room-Emma-Donoghue/dp/0330519026/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305534110&sr=1-1�
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Sarah Waters 
Affinity 
 
A spellbinding ghost story, a complex and intriguing historical mystery, and a 
poignant romance with an unexpected twist.  
An upper-class woman recovering from a suicide attempt, Margaret Prior has 
begun visiting the women's ward of Millbank prison, Victorian London's grimmest 
jail, as part of her rehabilitative charity work. Amongst Millbank's murderers and 
common thieves, Margaret finds herself increasingly fascinated by on apparently 
innocent inmate, the enigmatic spiritualist Selina Dawes. Selina was imprisoned 
after a séance she was conducting went horribly awry, leaving an elderly matron 
dead and a young woman deeply disturbed. Although initially sceptical of Selina's 
gifts, Margaret is soon drawn into a twilight world of ghosts and shadows, unruly 
spirits and unseemly passions, until she is at last driven to concoct a desperate 
plot to secure Selina's freedom, and her own.  
 
 
 

Angela Carter  
Heroes and Villains 

Sharp-eyed Marianne lives in a white tower made of steel and concrete 
with her father and the other Professors. Outside, where the land is thickly 
wooded and wild beasts roam, live the Barbarians, who raid and pillage in 
order to survive. Marianne is strictly forbidden to leave her civilized world 
but, fascinated by these savage outsiders, decides to escape. There, 
beyond the wire fences, she will discover a decaying paradise, encounter 
the tattooed Barbarian boy Jewel and go beyond the darkest limits of her 
imagination. 

Playful, sensuous, violent and gripping, Heroes and Villains is an 
ambiguous and deliriously rich blend of post-apocalyptic fiction, gothic 
fantasy, literary allusion and twisted romance. 

Graham Swift  
Waterland 
 
‘Perfectly controlled, superbly written. Waterland is original, compelling and 
narration of the highest order’ Guardian  
‘A 300-page tour de force . . . A burst of exuberant fictive energy’ Evening 
Standard  
‘Waterland is a formidably intelligent book, animated by an impressive, angry 
pity at what human creatures are capable of doing to one another in the name 
of love and need. The most powerful novel I have read for some time’ New York 
Review of Books  
 

 
 
Raymond Chandler  
The Big Sleep 

Los Angeles PI Philip Marlowe is working for the Sternwood family. Old man 
Sternwood, crippled and wheelchair-bound, is being given the squeeze by a 
blackmailer and he wants Marlowe to make the problem go away. But with 
Sternwood’s two wild, devil-may-care daughters prowling LA’s seedy 
backstreets, Marlowe’s got his work cut out – and that’s before he 
stumbles over the first corpse 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Affinity-Virago-V-Sarah-Waters/dp/186049692X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305534955&sr=1-1�
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Jasper Fforde 
The Eyre Affair 

Pirouetting on the boundaries between sci-fi, the crime thriller and intertextual 
whimsy, Jasper Fforde's outrageous The Eyre Affair puts you on the wrong 
footing even on its dedication page, which proudly announces that the book 
conforms to Crimean War economy standard.  
Fforde's heroine, Thursday Next, lives in a world where time and reality are 
endlessly mutable--someone has ensured that the Crimean War never ended 
for example--a world policed by men like her disgraced father, whose name 
has been edited out of existence. She herself polices text--against men like the 
Moriarty-like Acheron Styx, whose current scam is to hold the minor characters 
of Dickens' novels to ransom, entering the manuscript and abducting them for 
execution and extinction one by one. When that caper goes sour, Styx moves on to the 
nation's most beloved novel--an oddly truncated version of Jane Eyre--and kidnaps its heroine. 
The phlegmatic and resourceful Thursday pursues Acheron across the border into a Leninist 
Wales and further to Mr Rochester's Thornfield Hall, where both books find their climax on the 
roof amid flames. 
 

Susan Hill 
The Woman in Black 
 
Proud and solitary, Eel Marsh House surveys the windswept reaches of the 
salt marshes beyond Nine Lives Causeway. Arthur Kipps, a junior solicitor, is 
summoned to attend the funeral of Mrs Alice Drablow, the house's sole 
inhabitant, unaware of the tragic secrets which lie hidden behind the 
shuttered windows. It is not until he glimpses a wasted young woman, 
dressed all in black, at the funeral, that a creeping sense of unease begins to 
take hold, a feeling deepened by the reluctance of the locals to talk of the 
woman in black - and her terrible purpose. 

 

Christopher Brookmyre 
Country of the Blind 
 
The murder of a media mogul in his country mansion appears to be the result of 
him disturbing a gang of would-be thieves. The robbers are swiftly caught, but 
when they are unexpectedly moved to a different prison they escape. Back in 
Edinburgh, a young solicitor reveals to the press that one of the subjects had left 
a letter with her some time before the break-in which proves his innocence. Jack 
Parlabane, journo-extraordinaire, is intrigued, but when he approaches the 
lawyer he discovers someone else is trying to get near her - someone with evil 
intent, political connections of the highest order and a corrupt agenda. Fast-
moving, blackly humorous and intriguingly credible. 

 
 

Isabel Allende 
The House of the Spirits  
 
Spanning four generations, Isabel Allende's magnificent family saga is 
populated by a memorable, often eccentric cast of characters. Together, men 
and women, spirits, the forces of nature, and of history, converge in an 
unforgettable, wholly absorbing and brilliantly realised novel that is as richly 
entertaining as it is a masterpiece of modern literature. 
 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Eyre-Affair-Thursday-Next/dp/034073356X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305535624&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Woman-Black-Vintage-Classic-Classics/dp/0099511649/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305535848&sr=1-2�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Country-Blind-Christopher-Brookmyre/dp/product-description/0349109303/ref=dp_proddesc_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/House-Spirits-Isabel-Allende/dp/product-description/0552995886/ref=dp_proddesc_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books�


 
David Nicholls  
One Day 

'I can imagine you at forty,' she said, a hint of malice in her voice. 'I can picture 
it right now.' 
He smiled without opening his eyes. 'Go on then.' 
 
15th July 1988. Emma and Dexter meet for the first time on the night of their 
graduation. Tomorrow they must go their separate ways.  
So where will they be on this one day next year?  
And the year after that? And every year that follows? 
Twenty years, two people, ONE DAY. From the author of the massive bestseller 
STARTER FOR TEN. 
 
 
 

Bernhard Schlink 
The Reader 
 
For 15-year-old Michael Berg, a chance meeting with an older woman leads 
to far more than he ever imagined. The woman in question is Hanna, and 
before long they embark on a passionate, clandestine love affair which 
leaves Michael both euphoric and confused. For Hanna is not all she seems. 
Years later, as a law student observing a trial in Germany, Michael is 
shocked to realize that the person in the dock is Hanna. The woman he had 
loved is a criminal. Much about her behaviour during the trial does not 
make sense. But then suddenly, and terribly, it does - Hanna is not only 
obliged to answer for a horrible crime, she is also desperately concealing 
an even deeper secret. 

 
 
Donna Tartt 
The Secret History 
 
A misfit at an exclusive New England college, Richard finds kindred spirits in the 
five eccentric students of his ancient Greek class. But his new friends have a 
horrific secret. When blackmail and violence threaten to blow their privileged 
lives apart, they drag Richard into the nightmare that engulfs them. And soon 
they enter a terrifying heart of darkness from which they may never return ... 
 

 
 

Hans Fallada  
Alone in Berlin 
 
Berlin, 1940, and the city is filled with fear. At the house on 55 Jablonski 
Strasse, its various occupants try to live under Nazi rule in their different 
ways: the bullying Hitler loyalists the Persickes, the retired judge Fromm and 
the unassuming couple Otto and Anna Quangel. Then the Quangels receive 
the news that their beloved son has been killed fighting in France. Shocked 
out of their quiet existence, they begin a silent campaign of defiance, and a 
deadly game of cat and mouse develops between the Quangels and the 
ambitious Gestapo inspector Escherich. When petty criminals Kluge and 
Borkhausen also become involved, deception, betrayal and murder ensue, 
tightening the noose around the Quangels’ necks … 

 
 
 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/One-Day-David-Nicholls/dp/0340896981/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305537624&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Reader-Bernhard-Schlink/dp/product-description/0753823292/ref=dp_proddesc_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Secret-History-Donna-Tartt/dp/0140167773/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305546666&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Alone-Berlin-Penguin-Modern-Classics/dp/product-description/014118938X/ref=dp_proddesc_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books&qid=1305546799&sr=1-1�


 
Denise Mina  
Garnethill 
 
Maureen O'Donnell wasn't born lucky. A psychiatric patient and survivor of 
sexual abuse, she's stuck in a dead-end job and a secretive relationship with 
Douglas, a shady therapist. Her few comforts are making up stories to tell her 
psychiatrist, the company of friends, and the sweet balm of whisky. She is 
about to end her affair with Douglas when she wakes up one morning to find 
him in her living room with his throat slit. Viewed in turn by the police as a 
suspect and as an uncooperative, unstable witness, Maureen is even 
suspected by her alcoholic mother and self-serving sisters of being involved. 
Worse than that, the police won't tell her anything about Douglas' death. 
Panic-stricken and feeling betrayed by friends and family, Maureen begins to 
doubt her own version of events. She retraces Douglas' desperate last days 
and picks up a horrifying trail of rape, deception and suppressed scandal at a 
local psychiatric hospital where she had been an inmate. But the patients 
won't talk and the staff are afraid, and when a second brutalised corpse is 
discovered, Maureen realises that unless she gets to the killer first, her life is 
in danger. 

 
 

Aminatta Forna 
Ancestor Stones 
 
Abie follows the arc of a letter from London back to Africa to a coffee 
plantation that now could be hers if she wants it. Standing among the ruined 
groves she strains to hear the sound of the past, but the layers of years are 
too many. Thus begins the gathering of her family's history through the tales 
of her aunts - four women born to four different wives of a wealthy plantation 
owner, her grandfather. Asana, Mariama, Hawa and Serah: theirs is the story 
of a nation, a family and four women's attempts to alter the course of her 
own destiny. 
 

 
 
J.M. Coetzee 
Foe 
 
In the early eighteenth century, a woman finds herself set adrift from a 
mutinous ship and cast ashore on a remote desert island. There she finds 
shelter with its only other inhabitants: a man named Cruso and his 
tongueless slave Friday. In time, she builds a life for herself as Cruso's 
companion and, eventually, his lover. At last, they are rescued by a passing 
ship, but only she and Friday survive the journey back to London. 

Determined to have her story told, she pursues the eminent man of letters 
Daniel Foe in the hope that he will truthfully relate her memories to the 
world. But with Cruso dead, Friday incapable of speech and Foe himself 
intent on reshaping her narrative, Barton struggles to maintain her grip on 
the past, only to fall victim to the seduction and tyranny of storytelling itself. 
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Yiyun Li 
A Thousand Years of Good Prayers 
 
Brilliant and original, 'A Thousand Years of Good Prayers' introduces a 
remarkable first collection of stories about China from an author set to 
become a major literary talent. In this extraordinary first collection, 
Yiyun Li brings us a modern China facing up to a complex history of 
repression and guilt. In 'Immortality', winner of the Paris Review prize, 
a young man bears a striking resemblance to the dictator, and so finds 
a strange kind of calling. In 'Extra', first published in the New Yorker, 
a Chinese woman, alone in middle age, befriends a young boy who 
has become an outcast in a remote country school. In their friendship, 
we see how love can begin to overcome the strictures that dominate 
their lives. In turn horrifying and breathtakingly lyrical, Yiyun Li, a new 
and talented young Chinese writer, confronts the silence that 
dominated the history of her country, and illuminates how mythology, 
politics, history and culture intersect with personality. She leaves us 
with an enduring vision of a country undergoing tremendous change. 

 
 
 
Marie Phillips 
Gods Behaving Badly 
 

Being immortal isn't all it's cracked up to be. Life's hard for a Greek god in 
the 21st century: nobody believes in you any more, even your own family 
doesn't respect you, and you're stuck in a dilapidated hovel in north London 
with too many siblings and not enough hot water. But for Artemis (goddess of 
hunting, professional dog walker), Aphrodite (goddess of beauty, telephone 
operator) and Apollo (god of the sun, TV psychic) there's no way out... Until a 
meek cleaner and her would-be boyfriend come into their lives, and turn the 
world literally upside down. 

 
 

 C.J. Sansom 
 Dissolution 
 
 

Henry VIII has proclaimed himself Supreme Head of the Church 
and the country is waking up to savage new laws, rigged trials 
and the greatest network of informers ever seen. Under the 
order of Thomas Cromwell, a team of commissioners is sent 
through the country to investigate the monasteries. There can 
only be one outcome: the monasteries are to be dissolved.  

But on the Sussex coast, at the monastery of Scarnsea, events 
have spiralled out of control. Cromwell's Commissioner Robin 
Singleton, has been found dead, his head severed from his body. 
His horrific murder is accompanied by equally sinister acts of 
sacrilege – a black cockerel sacrificed on the alter, and the 
disappearance of Scarnsea's Great Relic.  

Dr Matthew Shardlake, lawyer and long-time supporter of 
Reform, has been sent by Cromwell into this atmosphere of 

treachery and death. But Shardlake's investigation soon forces 
him to question everything he hears, and everything that he 
intrinsically believes . . .  
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Alan Spence 
The Pure Land 
 
 
This is a modern epic, a heart-breaking love story and an unforgettable 
journey of the spirit. It is a powerful historical novel based on the remarkable 
life of the man who inspired Madame Butterfly. The year is 1858. Thomas 
Glover is a gutsy eighteen-year-old who grasps the chance of escape to 
foreign lands and takes a posting as a trader in Japan. Within ten years, he 
amasses a great fortune, learns the ways of the samurai, and, on the other 
side of the law, brings about the overthrow of the Shogun. Yet beneath 
Glover's astonishing success lies a man cut to the heart. His love affair with a 
courtesan - a woman who, unknown to him, would bear him the son for 
which he had always longed - would form a tragedy so dramatic as to be 
immortalised in the stories behind Madame Butterfly and Miss Saigon. "The 
Pure Land" relives in fiction the arc of Glover's true-life rise and fall, and 
forges a hundred-year saga that culminates in the annihilation of Nagasaki in 
1945. 

 
 

     John Lanchester 
Fragrant Harbour 
 
'It's Hong Kong,' she said. 'Heung gong. Fragrant harbour.' Fragrant Harbour 
is the story of four people whose intertwined lives span Asia's last seventy 
years. Tom Stewart leaves England to seek his fortune, and finds it in 
running Hong Kong’s best hotel. Sister Maria is a beautiful and 
uncompromising Chinese nun whom Stewart meets on the boat. Dawn Stone 
is an English journalist who becomes the public face of money and power 
and big business. Matthew Ho is a young Chinese entrepreneur whose life 
has been shaped by painful choices made long before his birth. The 
complacency of colonial life in the 1930s; the horrors of the Japanese 
occupation during the Second World War; the post-war boom and the 
handover of the city to the Chinese - all these are present in Fragrant 
Harbour, an epic novel of one of the world's great cities. 

 
Alan Warner 
The Sopranos 
 
The choir from our Lady of Perpetual Succour School for Girls is being bussed to 
the national finals in the big, big city. And it's an important day for the Sopranos - 
Orla, Kylah, (Ra)Chell, Amanda Konky and Fionnula (the Cooler) - pub-crawling, 
shoplifting and body-piercing being the top priorities. Then it's time to lose that 
competition - lose, because a nuclear sub has just anchored in the bay and, 
tonight, the Man Trap disco will be full of submariners on shore-leave. There is no 
time for delays. . . But after the fifth bottle of alco-pop up the back of the bus it's 
clear that all is not going to plan, for anyone. The Sopranos are never going to be 
the same. 
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      Jeffrey Eugenides 
   Middlesex 

 
'I was born twice: first, as a baby girl, on a remarkably smogless Detroit day 
of January 1960; and then again, as a teenage boy, in an emergency room 
near Petoskey, Michigan, in August of l974. My birth certificate lists my name 
as Calliope Helen Stephanides. My most recent driver's license records my 
first name simply as Cal.' So begins the breathtaking story of Calliope 
Stephanides, and three generations of the Greek-American Stephanides 
family who travel from a tiny village overlooking Mount Olympus in Asia Minor 
to Prohibition era Detroit, witnessing its glory days as the Motor City, and the 
race riots of l967, before they move out to the tree-lined streets of suburban 
Grosse Point, Michigan. To understand why Calliope is not like other girls, she 
has to uncover a guilty family secret, and the astonishing genetic history that 
turns Callie into Cal, one of the most audacious and wondrous narrators in 
contemporary fiction. Lyrical and thrilling, "Middlesex" is an exhilarating 
reinvention of the American epic. 

 
 
Andrew Greig 
The Return of John MacNab 
 
An adventure, a poacher's handbook, a romance and a moving story of loss and 
renewal. When three friends decide to revive the challenge of the legendary 
poacher John Macnab (to take a grouse, salmon and deer from three Royal 
Estates), they plan for everything - except an unstoppable young woman with a 
past and time on her hands. Bold, sassy, impulsive, with a taste for a good time, 
flirtation and strong drink, Kirsty Fowles very nearly gets the better of everyone. 
 

 
Anne Michaels 
Fugitive Pieces 
 
Jakob Beer is seven years old when he is rescued from the muddy ruins of a 
buried village in Nazi-occupied Poland. Of his family, he is the only one who 
has survived. Under the guidance of the Greek geologist Athos, Jakob must 
steel himself to excavate the horrors of his own history. A novel of astounding 
beauty and wisdom, Fugitive Pieces is a profound meditation on the resilience 
of the human spirit and love's ability to resurrect even the most damaged of 
hearts. 
 

Douglas Lindsay 
Lost in Juarez 
 
From the creator of the cult "Barney Thomson" crime series, comes a darker 
and more sinister novel. The government is watching: 4 million names on 
the DNA database and counting; CCTV cameras on every street corner; 
telephone records available to any agency which requests them; restrictions 
on movements around Westminster; and ID cards and spy satellites. All in 
the name of freedom. When his latest book is shelved due to government 
interference, Lake Weston - international bestselling, Bob Dylan-addicted 
children's author - decides that it is time to stand up for personal rights. He 
writes and anonymously publishes a scathing Animal Farm-esque diatribe 
against a government which seeks to restrict civil liberties in the name of 
freedom. The book quickly achieves notoriety and within a month is banned 
under an obscure paragraph of anti-terror legislation. The media is 
animatedly curious about the author of the book; the government, however, already knows. As 
the security services close in, Weston finds his name dragged through the gutter press, and 
suddenly he must run for his life, not knowing who he can trust and with nothing in his pocket 
except a few pounds and an iPod loaded with 1256 Bob Dylan tracks. 

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Middlesex-Jeffrey-Eugenides/dp/product-description/0747561621/ref=dp_proddesc_0?ie=UTF8&n=266239&s=books�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Return-John-Macnab-Andrew-Greig/dp/0571212581/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1305621165&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Fugitive-Pieces-Anne-Michaels/dp/0747599254/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305621353&sr=1-1�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Lost-Juarez-Douglas-Lindsay/dp/0954138775/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1305621508&sr=1-1�


 
 
Iain McEwan 
Enduring Love 
 
One windy spring day in the Chilterns Joe Rose's calm, organized life is 
shattered by a ballooning accident. The afternoon, Rose reflects, could have 
ended in mere tragedy, but for his brief meeting with Jed Parry. Unknown to 
Rose, something passes between them - something that gives birth in Parry to 
an obsession so powerful that it will test to the limits Rose's beloved scientific 
rationalism, threaten the love of his wife Clarissa and drive him to the brink of 
murder and madness. 
 
 

 
 
Ali Smith 
The Accidental 
 
The Smart family's lacklustre holiday in Norwich is turned upside down when a 
beguiling stranger called Amber appears, bringing with her love, joy, pain and 
upheaval. The Smarts try to make sense of their bewildering emotions as 
Amber tramples over family boundaries and forces them to think about their 
world and themselves in an entirely new way. The Accidental is at once a 
mysterious web of secret identities and a ruthlessly honest look at the silent 
cracks that can develop unnoticed in relationships over time. 
 
 
 

 
Margaret Atwood 
Cat's Eye 
 
Elaine Risley, a painter, returns to Toronto to find herself overwhelmed by her 
past. Memories of childhood - unbearable betrayals and cruelties - surface 
relentlessly, forcing her to confront the spectre of Cordelia, once her best friend 
and tormentor, who has haunted her for forty years. 'Not since Graham Greene 
has a novelist captured so forcefully the relationship between school bully and 
victim...  

 
 

 

Kate Atkinson 
Case Histories 
 
Cambridge is sweltering, during an unusually hot summer. To Jackson Brodie, 
former police inspector turned private investigator, the world consists of one 
accounting sheet – Lost on the left, Found on the right – and the two never seem 
to balance. 

Jackson has never felt at home in Cambridge, and has a failed marriage to prove 
it. Surrounded by death, intrigue and misfortune, his own life haunted by a family 
tragedy, he attempts to unravel three disparate case histories and begins to 
realise that in spite of apparent diversity, everything is connected… 
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Muriel Spark 
The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie 
 
When an unbridled schoolmistress with advanced ideas is in her prime the 
classroom can take on a new identity and no one can predict what will happen. 
Jean Brodie is a teacher whose unconventional ideas put her at odds with the 
other members of staff at the Marcia Blaine School in Edinburgh, as she 
endeavours to shape the lives of the select group of girls who form her "set". 
 
 
 

 
 
Nick Hornby 
High Fidelity 
 
Nick Hornby's first novel, an international bestseller and instantly recognized by 
critics and readers alike as a classic, helps to explain men to women, and men to 
men. Rob is good on music: he owns a small record shop and has strong views 
on what's decent and what isn't. But he's much less good on relationships. In 
fact, he's not at all sure that he wants to commit himself to anyone. So it's 
hardly surprising that his girlfriend decides that enough is enough. 
 
 

 
Wilkie Collins  
The Woman in White 
 
Marian and her sister Laura live a quiet life under their uncle’s guardianship 
until Laura’s marriage to Sir Percival Glyde. Sir Percival is a man of many 
secrets – is one of them connected to the strange appearances of a young 
woman dressed all in white? And what does his charismatic friend, Count 
Fosco, with his pet white mice running in and out of his brightly coloured 
waistcoat, have to do with it all? Marian and the girls’ drawing master, 
Walter, have to turn detective in order to work out what is going on, and to 
protect Laura from a fatal plot… 
 

 
Anne Bronte 
The Tennant of Wildfell Hall 
 
The Tenant of Wildfell Hall is a powerful and sometimes violent novel of 
expectation, love, oppression, sin, religion and betrayal. It portrays the 
disintegration of the marriage of Helen Huntingdon, the mysterious tenant of 
the title, and her dissolute, alcoholic husband. Defying convention, Helen 
leaves her husband to protect their young son from his father's influence, 
and earns her own living as an artist. Whilst in hiding at Wildfell Hall, she 
encounters Gilbert Markham, who falls in love with her. On its first 
publication in 1848, Anne Brontë's second novel was criticised for being 
'coarse' and 'brutal'. The Tenant of Wildfell Hall challenges the social 
conventions of the early nineteenth century in a strong defence of women's 
rights in the face of psychological abuse from their husbands. 
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C.J. Sansom 
Winter In Madrid 

 
1940: The Spanish Civil War is over, and Madrid lies ruined, its people 
starving, while the Germans continue their relentless march through Europe. 
Britain now stands alone while General Franco considers whether to abandon 
neutrality and enter the war. Into this uncertain world comes Harry Brett: a 
traumatised veteran of Dunkirk turned reluctant spy for the British Secret 
Service. Sent to gain the confidence of old schoolfriend Sandy Forsyth, now a 
shady Madrid businessman, Harry finds himself involved in a dangerous game 
- and surrounded by memories. Meanwhile Sandy's girlfriend, ex-Red Cross 
nurse Barbara Clare, is engaged on a secret mission of her own - to find her 
former lover Bernie Piper, a passionate Communist in the International 
Brigades, who vanished on the bloody battlefields of the Jarama. In a vivid 
and haunting depiction of wartime Spain, "Winter in Madrid" is an intimate 
and compelling tale which offers a remarkable sense of history unfolding, and 
the profound impact of impossible choices. 

 
Markus Zusak  
The Book Thief 
 
Nine-year-old Liesel lives with her foster family on Himmel Street during the 
dark days of the Third Reich. Her Communist parents have been transported 
to a concentration camp, and during the funeral for her brother, she manages 
to steal a macabre book: it is, in fact, a gravediggers’ instruction manual. This 
is the first of many books which will pass through her hands as the carnage of 
the Second World War begins to hungrily claim lives. Both Liesel and her 
fellow inhabitants of Himmel Street will find themselves changed by both 
words on the printed page and the horrendous events happening around 
them.  

Eva Ibbotson 
The Secret Countess 
 
Anna, a young countess, has lived in the glittering city of St Petersburg all 
her life in an ice-blue palace overlooking the River Neva. But when 
revolution tears Russia apart, her now-penniless family is forced to flee to 
England. Armed with an out-of-date book on housekeeping, Anna 
determines to become a housemaid and she finds work at the Earl of 
Westerholme’s crumbling but magnificent mansion. The staff and the family 
are sure there is something not quite right about their new maid – but she 
soon wins them over with her warmth and dedication.  
Then the young Earl returns home from the war – and Anna falls hopelessly 
in love. But they can never be together: Rupert is engaged to the snobbish 
and awful Muriel – and anyway, Anna is only a servant. Or so everybody 
thinks... 

Carlos Ruiz Zafon 
The Prince of Mist 
 
1943. As war sweeps across Europe, Max Carver's father moves his family away 
from the city, to an old wooden house on the coast. But as soon as they arrive, 
strange things begin to happen: Max discovers a garden filled with eerie statues; 
his sisters are plagued by unsettling dreams and voices; a box of old films opens 
a window to the past. Most unsettling of all are rumours about the previous 
owners and the mysterious disappearance of their son. As Max delves into the 
past, he encounters the terrifying story of the Prince of Mist, a sinister shadow 
who emerges from the night to settle old scores, then disappears with the first 
mists of dawn... 
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John Buchan  
The Thirty Nine Steps 
 
Richard Hannay finds a corpse in his flat, and becomes involved in a plot by 
spies to precipitate war and subvert British naval power. The resourceful victim 
of a manhunt, he is pursued by both the police and the ruthless conspirators. 
The Thirty-Nine Steps is a seminal chase thriller, rapid and vivid. It has been 
widely influential and frequently dramatised: the film directed by Alfred 
Hitchcock became a screen classic. This engaging novel also provides insights 
into the inter-action of patriotism, fear and prejudice.  

 
 
Charlotte Bronte 
Villette 
 
This novel is based on the author's personal experience as a teacher in Brussels. It is 
a moving tale of repressed feelings and subjection to cruel circumstance and position, 
borne with heroic fortitude. It is also the story of a woman's right to love and be 
loved. 
 

Washington Irvine  
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow 
 
The story is set circa 1790 in the Dutch settlement of Tarry Town, New York, 
in a secluded glen called Sleepy Hollow. It tells the story of Ichabod Crane, a 
lanky schoolmaster from Connecticut, who competes with Abraham "Brom 
Bones" Van Brunt, the town rowdy, for the hand of 18-year-old Katrina Van 
Tassel, only daughter of a wealthy farmer. As Crane leaves a party at the 
Van Tassel home on an autumn night, he is pursued by the Headless 
Horseman, supposedly the ghost of a Hessian trooper who lost his head to a 
cannonball during "some nameless battle" of the American Revolutionary 
War, and who "rides forth to the scene of battle in nightly quest of his head." 
Crane disappears from town, leaving Katrina to marry Brom Bones, who was 
"to look exceedingly knowing whenever the story of Ichabod was related. 

 
 
Jean Rhys 
Wide Sargasso Sea 
 
Jean Rhys's late, literary masterpiece Wide Sargasso Sea was inspired by 
Charlotte Brontë's Jane Eyre, and is set in the lush, beguiling landscape of 
Jamaica in the 1830s. Born into an oppressive, colonialist society, Creole heiress 
Antoinette Cosway meets a young Englishman who is drawn to her innocent 
sensuality and beauty. After their marriage the rumours begin, poisoning her 
husband against her. Caught between his demands and her own precarious 
sense of belonging, Antoinette is driven towards madness. 
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Non – Fiction  

 Mark Thomas 
Extreme Rambling: Walking Israel's Separation Barrier. For Fun. 
 
'Good fences make good neighbours, but what about bad ones?’ 
The Israeli barrier is probably the most iconic divider of land since the Berlin 
Wall. It has been declared illegal under international law and its impact on life 
in the West Bank has been enormous. 
Mark Thomas – as only he could – decided the only way to really get to grips 
with this huge divide was to use the barrier as a route map, to ‘walk the wall’, 
covering the entire distance with little more in his armoury than Kendal Mint 
Cake and a box of blister plasters. 
In the course of his ramble he was tear-gassed, stoned, sunburned, rained on 
and hailed on and even lost the wall a couple of times. But thankfully he was 
also welcomed and looked after by Israelis and Palestinians – from farmers 
and soldiers to smugglers and zookeepers – and finally earned a unique insight 
of the real Middle East in all its entrenched and yet life-affirming glory. And all 
without hardly ever getting arrested! 
 

Barack Obama 
The Audacity of Hope 
 
With his second book The Audacity of Hope, Obama engages themes raised in 
his keynote speech at the 2004 Democratic National Convention, shares personal 
views on faith and values and offers a vision of the future that involves repairing 
a "political process that is broken" and restoring a government that has fallen 
out of touch with the people. 
 

 
Barack Obama 
Dreams from my Father 
 
Barack Obama's first book, Dreams from My Father, was a compelling and 
moving memoir focusing on personal issues of race, identity, and community. 
One of the many refreshing things about Barack Obama is his self-
deprecating sense of humour. Responding to the unrealistic expectations for 
his presidency, Obama said 'I've been sent by my father from the planet 
Krypton to save the Earth.' Unfortunately, the irony of this self-comparison to 
Superman was probably lost on many of his dedicated followers, who clearly 
believe that – once in office – he can exercise a few super powers and rid the 
world of all its thronging ills, economic and otherwise. But as Dreams from My 
Father proves, Obama is no fool, and knows the cold realities that face him, 
even though this intelligently written book is filled with optimism and hope. 
Which is understandable enough; after all, what else could Obama offer?  
 

George Orwell 
Homage to Catalonia 
 
'Every line of serious work that I have written since 1936 has been written, 
directly or indirectly, against totalitarianism and for democratic Socialism as I 
understand it'. Thus wrote Orwell following his experiences as a militiaman in the 
Spanish Civil War, chronicled in Homage to Catalonia. Here he brings to bear all 
the force of his humanity, passion and clarity, describing with bitter intensity the 
bright hopes and cynical betrayals of that chaotic episode. 
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Bill Bryson  
Notes from a Small Island 

 
After nearly two decades in Britain, Bill Bryson took the decision to 
move back to the States for a while, to let his kids experience life in 
another country, to give his wife the chance to shop until 10 p.m. 
seven nights a week, and, most of all, because he had read that 3.7 
million Americans believed that they had been abducted by aliens at 
one time or another, and it was thus clear to him that his people 
needed him. 
But before leaving his much-loved home in North Yorkshire, Bryson 
insisted on taking one last trip around Britain, a sort of valedictory 
tour of the green and kindly island that had so long been his home. 
His aim was to take stock of the nation's public face and private parts 
(as it were), and to analyse what precisely it was he loved so much 

about a country that produced Marmite, a military hero whose dying wish was to be kissed by 
a fellow named Hardy, place names like Farleigh Wallop, Titsey and Shellow Bowells, people 
who said 'Mustn't grumble', and Gardeners' Question Time. 
 
 
 
 
Ernesto “Che” Guevara  
The Motorcycle Diaries 
 
In January 1952, two young men from Buenos Aires set out to explore 
South America on 'La Poderosa', the Powerful One: a 500cc Norton. 
One of them was the twenty-three-year-old Che Guevara. Written eight 
years before the Cuban Revolution, these are Che's diaries -- full of 
disasters and discoveries, high drama, low comedy and laddish 
improvisations. During his travels through Argentina, Chile, Peru and 
Venezuela, Che's main concerns are where the next drink is coming 
from, where the next bed is to be found and who might be around to 
share it. Che becomes a stowaway, a fireman and a football coach; he 
sometimes falls in love and frequently falls off the motorbike. Within a 
decade the whole world would know his name. His trip might have been 
an adventure of a lifetime -- had his lifetime not turned into a much 
greater adventure. 
 
 
 
 
 

Simon Kuper and Stefan Szymanski 
Why England Lose & Other Curious Football Phenomena Explained 
 
"Why do England lose?" 
"Why do Newcastle United always buy the wrong players?" 
"How could Nottingham Forest go from winning the European Cup to the 
depths of League One?" 
"Penalties - what are they good for?" 

These are questions every football fan has asked. Why England Lose 
answers them. It brings the techniques of bestselling books such as 
Freakonomics and The Undercover Economist to bear on our national 
sport. Written with an economist's brain and a football writer's skill, it 
applies high-powered analytical tools to everyday football topics. 
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Anthony Bourdain 
Kitchen Confidential 
 
After twenty-five years of 'sex, drugs, bad behaviour and haute cuisine', chef and 
novelist Anthony Bourdain has decided to tell all. From his first oyster in the 
Gironde to his lowly position as a dishwasher in a honky-tonk fish restaurant in 
Provincetown; from the kitchen of the Rainbow Room atop the Rockefeller Center 
to drug dealers in the East Village, from Tokyo to Paris and back to New York 
again, Bourdain's tales of the kitchen are as passionate as they are unpredictable, 
as shocking as they are funny. 
 
 
 

Simon Kuper 
Football Against The Enemy 
 
Throughout the world, football is a potent force in the lives of billions of 
people. Focusing national, political and cultural identities, football is the 
medium through which the world's hopes and fears, passions and hatreds 
are expressed. Simon Kuper travelled to 22 countries from South Africa to 
Italy, from Russia to the USA, to examine the way football has shaped 
them. At the same time he tried to find out what lies behind each nation's 
distinctive style of play, from the carefree self-expression of the Brazilians 
to the anxious calculation of the Italians. During his journeys he met an 
extraordinary range of players, politicians and - of course - the fans 
themselves, all of whom revealed in their different ways the unique place 
football has in the life of the planet. 

 
 
Maya Angelou 
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
 
Maya Angelou's six volumes of autobiography are a testament to the talents 
and resilience of this extraordinary writer. Loving the world, she also knows 
its cruelty. As a Black woman she has known discrimination and extreme 
poverty, but also hope, joy, achievement and celebration. In this first 
volume of her six books of autobiography, Maya Angelou beautifully evokes 
her childhood with her grandmother in the American south of the 1930s. She 
learns the power of the white folks at the other end of town and suffers the 
terrible trauma of rape by her mother's lover. 'I write about being a Black 
American woman, however, I am always talking about what it's like to be a 
human being. This is how we are, what makes us laugh, and this is how we 
fall and how we somehow, amazingly, stand up again' Maya Angelou. 

 
Haruki Murakami 
What I Talk About When I Talk About Running 
 
In 1982, having sold his jazz bar to devote himself to writing, Murakami 
began running to keep fit. A year later, he’d completed a solo course from 
Athens to Marathon, and now, after dozens of such races, he reflects 
upon the influence the sport has had on his life and on his writing. 
Equal parts travelogue, training log, and reminiscence, this revealing 
memoir covers his four-month preparation for the 2005 New York City 
Marathon and settings ranging from Tokyo’s Jingu Gaien gardens, where 
he once shared the course with an Olympian, to the Charles River in 
Boston. 
By turns funny and sobering, playful and philosophical, What I Talk About 
When I Talk About Running is a must read for fans of this masterful yet 
private writer as well as for the exploding population of athletes who find 
similar satisfaction in distance running. 
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